A MAHARAJA SPEAKS
The Maharaja Saheb of Bikaner loves to appear
before his people and the world as the Warrior Prince.
His speech in proposing the toast of 4 Victory to the
Empire1 at the banquet held on New Year's Day in
his capital, has been described by a press wag as a
4 war whoop' and has provided a theme for the genius
of at least one cartoonist. It, however, contains some
commendable sentiments which are all the more wel-
come after some of his recent utterances which, to say
the least, were unfortunate. His plea for mutual under-
standing and removal of distrust, his reiteration of
his faith in an undivided and 4 united India,' and the
goal of Swaraj, will be warmly endorsed by every
patriotic Indian. But he did not stop there. He went
out of his way to charge the Congress with striking a
Barring note1 4 notwithstanding all the efforts of His
Majesty's Government and of His Excellency the
Viceroy to secure the co-operation of all parties and
interests in India.' The kernel of his speech was con-
tained in the following sentences:
* It is further to be hoped that the feeling of
distrust and hostility which unfortunately mars the
political atmosphere in India may disappear, making
it possible at no distant date to achieve Dominion
Status which must be our goal and which has been
promised to us definitely. But I am bound to add
that it is necessary that the benefits of such a
development should be assured to all alike, and be
not the exclusive monopoly of any one political party
or community, and that it should be shared to the
fullest extent and in the most faij manner possible
by all classes and communities, with all their rights